
Robert B. Aderholt 
4th District, Alabama 

 
1433 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 
Telephone: (202) 225-4876 

Web Page: www.house.gov/aderholt 
 
 

April 15, 2009 
 

 
Dear Mayors and County Commissioners:  
 
Please see the attached item on this email from the House Transportation Committee.    
 
As you are aware, the Committee completes a bill every six years which includes funding for 
transportation programs, including highway programs.   
 
I know many of you want to have input into this bill, and the attached form is how you can do 
that.  I anticipate making requests for several High Priority Projects (HPP’s) and these forms are 
necessary for me to be able to do that.   
 
Each question must be answered.   Partially-completed forms will make it impossible for me to 
include the request, so please call my transportation legislative assistant, Ethan Vice, if you have 
questions (202-225-4876). To submit your request, attach the saved PDF in an e-mail and send to 
hpp.aderholt@mail.house.gov 
 
The form must be returned as an electronic file, attached to an email.  Please email back the 
completed form as soon as possible, and no later than the evening of April 29, Wednesday.  
When you complete the form, please name it with the county or city and project name, such as   
“Example County_Highway 75 four-laning.”    
 
The following web links might be helpful for determining project eligibility: 
 

• For surface transportation (STP): Title 23 - Section 133 of U.S. Code: 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/title23.pdf 

• For transit (definition of a transit capital project): Title 49 - Section 5302 of U.S. Code: 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-
bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=browse_usc&docid=Cite:+49USC5302 

• http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/projects.cfm 
• http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/factsheets.htm 

 
You may send in local and state letters of support as late as the following Monday if they are not 
ready by the 29th.    
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You should ask the Alabama Department of Transportation for a letter of support, but also the 
Committee would like to see letters of support from County Commissions, Mayors, City 
Councils, Chambers of Commerce, non-profit organizations, etc.  Please see the form to read 
what details should be included in those letters.  Please email those letters, or fax them to 202 
225-5587.  The postal mail system is too slow for us to receive support letters in that way since 
incoming mail is still scanned and unfortunately delayed.   
 
The “Project Description” is the phrase that ends up included in the report section of the bill to 
list the projects.   This language should be as specific as necessary but not overly detailed.  
Please see the attached list of HPP’s from the current six year bill, as examples.   
 
Finally, I realize that county road resurfacing is a frustration for almost everyone.  This issue is 
best addressed, however, through your state of Alabama House Representatives and State of 
Alabama Senators.   
 
I will read and consider all requests, but the Chairman’s instructions require that the request be 
for the full 80% federal share of the total cost.   Or, if a local area wants to add their own funds 
to the Federal funds to reach the 80% funding level of the total cost, that also will be acceptable 
to the Chairman.  Please check with ALDOT to see if the state is willing to come up with the 
traditional 20% or whether the state expects the City/County to do so.  Members will not be 
allowed to apply small amounts (5%, 10% etc.) to projects.   The Chairman is concerned that 
many projects in the two six-year bills prior to SAFETEA-LU never got started, and therefore 
those federal funds are idle and cannot currently be used for other projects.   
 
Therefore, the ideal request might be projects (roads or bridges) which could be completed with 
approximately 2 to 10 million dollars of federal funds, as HPP’s in this bill.  I will not rule out 
bigger requests at this point because I want to hear what is of most concern to you.  Since it is 
not clear yet how many projects the Committee will consider, however, brand new projects 
requiring many tens of millions of dollars might be difficult for the Chairman to include.  Some 
requests might benefit from being supported by more than one Congressional District, and/or 
more than one county. 
 
I look forward to working with you to help improve transportation in north Alabama.   
 

Sincerely,  

       
        

A 
Robert B. Aderholt 
Member of Congress 

RA:ev 
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